Testicular function in post pubertal male pseudohermaphroditism.
Testicular endocrine function was studied in twelve post pubertal patients with male pseudohermaphroditism and 46 XY chromosomal constitution. Patients were divided into three groups, four subjects who became feminized during puberty, five who became masculinized during puberty and three who were castrated before puberty. Serum dehydroepiandrosterone, progesterone, 17-hydroxyprogesterone, androstendione, testosterone, dihydrotestosterone, LH and FSH were determined by radioimmunoassay. Patients of the first group had the clinical characteristics of testicular feminization secondary to absence of the androgen receptor. One of the five patients of the second group had deficient testosterone secretion but no enzymatic defect could be demonstrated. One of the subjects castrated before puberty had a deficiency in 17,20-desmolase. Therefore, evidence of a failure of the fetal testes could be found in only two of the twelve patients studied.